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FLOOD ROCK SMASHED UP
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Tours sjro before Christopher Columbus

vie a boy and before the first Indian reaped
bitl first tealu away back In some geological
age with a name as long as ones finger a
muddy stream was flowing quietly along where
the East Ulvor Ila now dopoiltlns In Its chan-
nel

¬

tn thick layer of the mud which It carried
klone The heat In the earth baked the mud
Into an Immense stone and then earthquakes
end all kinds of Internal troubles camu atone
tore tho bh rork from Its resting place and
tossed It up on end forming Flood Rock and
making of Hell Gate the dangerous place that-
It has always bonn

This at lonHt IIII the tory Gen Newton tells
about those old times and he ought to know
For the miuldy streAm tho heat and the earth-
Quakes wore all working to give him employ
mont and heap upon his head a load of turns
and clory which culminated In the blowing up
of Flood Hock yesterday-

It was n grand day a treat sight and a treat
big explosion The sun beat down with June
ardor upon tho doomed rock danced and
sparkled over the swlftlyrunnlne water that
surrounded It and spread all oar the country
a wurtn Invitation to come and have a lost look

The rang of workmon who had been flitting
ever the rock all night like evil spirits and
scooting back and forth from shore to Island
were still bard at work when day broke and
their ally time Indefatigable Government tug
Oon Humphreys was still cuffing tirelessly
around whistling Its Captains glee at the
apDonch of tbe final smash up and ordering
off other tugs orsmnll boats that hung around

These muchsnubbed craft were on hand
bright and early surreptitiously sneaking up
to tbe black and desolate Island and then shoot
log away Once while the big boiler was be
lOll removed from above the dynamitestuffed
rock a big piece of iron sliupei from the crane
and toll upon the rock wltb a clang and crash
The style In which three very diminutive steam

I yachts made wakes for the Narrow would have
made Mind 8 or her friend the Stiletto feel
mean and slow

As tbe hour of the execution drew near th-

en worked harder and harder until at lut
nothing remained above the rock but the tall
framework of black wood built up over the
main shaft and a round Iron tank They were
left there to their fate The rock would nat-
urally

¬

have looked very mournful and bleak
Quite proper in Its circumstances but It was
Dot allowed to The worshippers of scientific
achievements and big explosions crowded
thicker and thicker around u the time
drew on Small boats with jolly crews In their
shirt sleeves rowed all around tugs and
pleasure boats trailed their fantastic color in
all kinds of dizzy directions and now and then-

aa steamer would paddle by
MILES or FXOPLB IN FBOST BEITS

The meat public too began to think that It
was time to gather for the show and they gath-
ered

¬

Tbe crowds that packed the Astoria
ferryboats made the Lone Island police hold-
up their hinds and clubs In mute surprise
But tbe crowd that went to Astoria was as
nothing compared to the crowd that turned out
and went somewhere else There was a gen ¬

eral Impression that a spot far from the rock
but not out of sight was a good enough spot
to be In and all conceivable spots had been
chosen early In the day

The little yellow house on the Astoria land-
Ing was the place from which the electric spark
wits to be sent to fire the mine and from there
acood view could be had of the different Ideas
entertained by the crowd as to what was safe
There wero people everywhere from solitary
mortals sitting thebanks of the river almost
out of slsht to a multitude struggling on tbe
Now York side which covered the green hill
just below Ninetysecond Btr pt and made It
look lite a monster mound of huckleberries
all berries with not a sign of a leaf or a twig
showing through Looking back of the bill
and up end down to the right and left one could
see something live a black frlnso running
along the tops nf the houses as far as anything
was visible Evidently the people of that quar-
ter

¬

were sensible They knew It was better to
be on tho roof cud see the sight running the
risk of falling on their bouses It anything hap ¬

pened than to stay In doors miss the show and
have their houses tall on them

It was said In Astoria that there were some
timid people down cellar and a good many
more rapidly travelling toward New York or
Brooklyn They could not be seen from the
little yellow house but everything else could
and that was the great place to be It was sur-
rounded

¬

and guarded by the stern Long Island
City police under Commissioner Mantell com-
manding

¬

In person and against this reef of
Inflexible justice the ways of public desire beat
ceaselessly all the morning and got the worst
of It One Hundred and Twentyfive soldiers of
the Engineer Corps formed other lines within
the police line They wore a verly military
air had on blue clothes and spade bayonets
on their rifle They were put within the police
lines on account of their rare quality In-

difference
¬

to oulllnd when an unusually
large breaker In tbe shape of an Alderman
broke over the not of policemen they
Would got him and put him back after a har-
rowing

¬

exhibition of spade practloo and much
calling for Corporal of the guard

TOE LAST P1NOKBOUS EXPLOIT
Around tbe little yellow house were gathered

the lucky low who were to see the touch that
would blow the big rock to pieces No busier
place was ever seen than that little spot while
the last work was being done Electrl
clans were dragging around wires tbat
constantly Invited the unwary to fall over
them and break his nek Soldiers were
going B coinln7 with messages and picas for
admission and Oen Noivton had not one sec-

ond
¬

standard little to siwra The moro work
of answrrliiK tho salutusshowernd on him by
125 soldier whenever he pawod kept his um-

brella
¬

alwiijn wiigiclnu anil hU arm tlrod and
then no one coud do Anything without hint
Thu little itmimbiit Hunawar wa busy bull
the time liiLVlOK him to the rock and back and
spmil the tint shrieking when deprived of that
pluiuurt

Hut lit last the end of It all began to bo seen
The blir scow whMi ba been hugging the
nick for nine years was at lust tugged away
with Its powerful crane and with tho lOt frag
monte of thn dismantled machinery The Stars
andHirlpes that had been Homing above tho
old woolen frame towering abovo the shaft
wre Imuleil down and then everything o er-

tlitre wee black
Au experiment was made with the cables ft

lose on time rock was promptly discharged and
the wires wore touud to be In worklpg order

Then there wits only ono thing Inlt to be done-

to irmLu tue connections with the explosive
Inthe rock Jt KU not a very pleasant task for
once the connection was made If any one
should happen to touch tbe Instrument on

bore eoodby to the rock and to any one then
on It Gen Newton thought it will his busi-
ness

¬

to muck that connection and after seeing-
to tho safety of time Instrument be set out otto
more oa thu llunaway with his ton a lad ol IS-

LUut Dorby who knows all about the work
and wliu seem rather to hike dynamite went
alone too-

Wksa they aas akaBtobt tb ptwjfb>

van to think about themselve Nothing re-
mained

¬
but to touch a button and thin that

980000 pound of dynamite and raekaroek In
the bowel of the rock yonder Just 1000 feet
away would go oft and do its wont Now 1000
teat IIs about four block on Third avenue and la
not so tar away u people generally like to be
from even petty powder mill explosion It
was easy to call up all of ones former sue
plclon and dreads In such a moment One
young man In a brown coat who had had very
hard work to set in concluded that he bad
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been wasting his time He started apparently-
for South Brooklyn after explaining that he
was enraged to be married this month and
that the loved one would never survive his
blowing up

One or two followed his example but most
stayed and saw It out Oen Hancock with a
broadbrimmed bat stood calmly beating his
legs with a very small eane while a till smaller
boy held on to one ot his knees apparently
firmly convinced that be had a good refute
from whatever danger A dozen ladles friend
of Oen Newton or member of his family re-
mained

¬

also because the General bad ald It
was safe and they believed him But it was
not very comfortable for all that andagood-
many people afterward blamed tbe explosion-
for a trembling with which the dynamite had
nothing to do

MISS JIABT TUBNS OX vita CABTHQUAK
Oen Newton told the little crowd to get ready

that the rook was going up in two minutes
Every man braced himself and the young

women took an extra hold on the arms nearest
them The photographers who were aiming
at the rock from every conceivable point of

f

LTKUT OEOEOE MclELLAK DEnDY U SL
view bent their entire souls upon their work
and Mr Itockwood who was perched up on top
of a house with seven cameras and seven pho
tograpbera for the benefit of THE SUN showed
how little a real photographer cares for explo-
sions

¬

or anything else but making his machine
get wbaI after

In mean while Gen Abbott wee delicately
and gingerly bringing out Into the open air the
telegraph Instrument which was to send to the
dynamite the order to get away with that rock
Close to him with one hand clinging to his
coat tails and tbe other reaching for the Instru-
ment

¬

was a young person with a blue dress a
big hat and big eyes full of the desire to make
things roar It was Miss Mary Newton the
Generals twelveyearold daughter When
she was three years old sho blew up Halletts
Point reef and now that site was four
times as old her father had provided liar with
an explosion four times as big and she seemed
anxious to make it go

Grn Hancock said Ifa hal youre going
to make a big noise considering your size
and then stopped because he could not hoar
himself any more Gen Abbott had stooped
down the small forefinger of my lady was
poked vigorously down upon the key and the
110 tons of dvuamltn wero lot loose

BMASn C1OE8 FLOOD KOCH

Official time 1116 A M Thorn a rum-
bling

¬

growling noise as though a thousand
bulls with brass throats were baring a pow ¬

wow away down under the earth and then a
trembling of the ground that recalled the
earthquake day Hundreds of Ilulands of
eyes fixed steadily on thin Island saw the
water tremble like a shaken blanket and then
the stream opened and a Inico black mass roso
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into the air an though tile bottom of tbe river
were being pushed upward Ileforo the spec-

tators
¬

dazed by the rapid changes could de-

cide

¬

whether It wa mud or rock It was lost to
Bight and there rose luto the air a beautiful
mountain of foaming water pure white and
trembling and sparkllug II it rose higher and
higher 150 toot In the air There it seemed to
stop for an Instant and looked like a gleantlo-

Icabcre suddenly lilted into existence Not tho
muddy icebergs we see drifting across tbe
seas but the pure crystal muses w read of

and believe In
Then tbe mass fell In millions of sparkling

drops back to Its bed to rise again in feeble
imitations of Its first gigantic effort Prom the
surface of the water I looked u though the
snowy spinnaker ot some glint yacht breaking
out of stops sItu fluttering for a moment ftha fen kad talhia end sunk from Uht

lb MrtMtotv two flflP11J

parting front the middle the river broke upon
either shore but all soon calmed down and
the river was a placid as ever At first It was
muddy then It became a bright yellow and this
In turn wa succeeded by a brilliant green pro
duced by the chemical In the explosive The
yellow fumes of the raekarook arose In vol-
ume

¬

and spoiled tbe fresh air
The water flowed through the channel more

peacefully and the Island was gone But
everything had not disappeared from sight
The tall wooden derrlcl was half visible
pitched over on and badly battered
The water tent stood about u It had stood be¬

fore and here and there a big piece ot rock
broke through the surface But the titus black
Island with its artificial tone walls and Its
wooden bulkheads wa gone

A FtXKT MAXiS you TUB tWINS
As soon as the sight had disappeared every

steamer and every tug began Ita choicest
shrieking The crowd around the little 0101house cheered and shook hand with OnNewton and even the crowd which had
been admitted cheered and waved hats and
at the same Instant a fleet ot small boats

pa i tiiiciinn-
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breaking through the limit Imposed swarm
together from all directon and made for the
wok like files for sugar They rowed
over end over the spot dodging the
rocks atopplnl and going on again
until was thick with them The
big steamers and tugs which had been packed
away out of danger up in the mouth of the
Harlem River soon came cautiously feeling

EIMOVINO TIUnEOS TOOSf THE ItTKE

their way along the old channel Finding that
everything was all right they were soon ca
reorlne around In very lively fashion also and
did what they could to make the scene of deso-
lation

¬

look gay aeain Every one who could hire
or beg a boat on shore did so and pulled out to
see how bard a blow 2800pounds dynamite
and raekaroek and the placo was
very gay and lively for a long while

Tbe exact time of the explosion as given
above Iis given by Gen Abbott who held the
Instrument It Is standard time The sidereal
time which is given for the benefit of those
who know how to go by sidereal tmewa
12hSCm 2331s

EXAMINING THE CHANNEL
The steamboat John Rodgors of tbe Light-

house Service made an exploration of the old
Hell Gate channels with tIm view of learning Iany rock had been thrown into them and if
to placo buoys where they wore needed She
had two largo wooden buoys strapped to her

s
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sides and two sailors stood In the prow throw
log the lead port and starboard Lieutenant
Commandor MoKensey and Lieut Hlllls wee
on board superintending the observations
Thny found that the channels wero as clear Dbefore the explosion and no buoys were needed

An officer on the steamboat said tbat he was
disappointed on tbo explosion and he doubted-
if It bed accomplished wbat was intended The
whole IIsland should have disappeared Solar-
as be bad been able determine by the sound
lugs the current was better and the channels
had been somewhat widened-

In other quarters an opinion was expressed
that the rock had not all been blown up end
that possibly some of the explosives remained
unexploded Lieut Derby was asked about it
Ho said

Judging from the extent and general ap-

pearance
¬

of too explosion I hav DO doubt that
very Inch wee blown up We did not expect
tbe Island to disappear Broken stone occu-
pies

¬

l l much more space than solid rock No
one who aw the Island explode can doubt
tbat HIIis thoroughly shattered Wo shall b-
at IIIIDd take away the dgbrl before the

work accomplished can be told A diver
will go down in a few days to learn the state of
affairs at the bottom We expected the explo-

sion
¬

to rats the level of the rock four feet rather
than to lower It at all

0n John Newton said Tbe whole of the
reel undoubtedly broken to fragments Every-

one I the cartridges undoubtedly exploded
Gen Abbott and the othtrsrmyoffioen pras

oually and no doubt wulWe Ilt4d
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expressed as to the efficiency of tbe big blatIt wn said that tbo Lighthouse Officer
know what he was talking about

8OUDLOOKINQ BEltArHS
Joseph Cottrell a fireman ot Engine No 119

was one ot the first to reach the rock after the
explosion He rowed over in a small boat and
found great difficulty In managing It among
the seething waves Dell familiar with the
rock and thought that outwardlyI It bad under ¬

gone little change but that It seemed to be
pretty well battered except two nigger heads
at the south end He thought they were not
displaced At the north end of tbe Island the
rock bad sunk somewhat One of the miners
who had worked on the rock for fifteen years
said that the south end had sunk four or five
feet Between Flood and MiRocks bottom
could be found with an Oa The haf on
Flood Rock wa full of water on an al-

most
¬

solid mass of timber floated To the
south of the shaft lay the huge derrick the up ¬

per part retaining Its original shape the lower
part completely destroyed

A large part ot the reef maintain Its posi-
tion

¬

but lutles1 traceable In the surface-
in many NIArtheIO there are ap-
parently

¬

on a hasty survey some solid moo ¬

Star fragments left which to a nonexpert look
far too big for dredgers to handle without sup-
plemental

¬

blasting The loose rock appears to
nave been rather shaken off the reef than
blown away from ItEvery boat brought a few people who walked
down as near u they could to Flood Rk and
gazed curiously at what remalnsd of Most
of them seemed disappointed at being able to
see anything of It As the afternoon passed
numbers of schooners which bad been loading
during the day began to straggle out to the
Bound Some of them were towed by little tugs

under sail but all seemed to go de-
fiantly

¬

near to the and to show their teeth
at the dead dog rck
lorlfis-
urgec

the Bound steamers began their race
England Just alter the Pilgrim bad

through hueelne tbe Astoria aborovlt
swell almost upsetting the swarm of rowboats
the electric Merits on skeleton lighthouse on
Halletts Point blazed out Tbe disconnection-
of the electric light wires which had operated
a camera on the lighthouse tower during the
explosion prevented the electric lights from
being shown earlier Hmall boats dart l here
and there on the water which nod
seethed as it had dono on Friday night and for
hundreds of years before and nothing Indi-
cated

¬

that flail Gate bad undergone an Im-
portant

¬

change In its condition anti power for
mischief But It bad

Flood Rock covered night acres The eost to
the United States of blowing it up was nearly-
a million Its Soul removal will be the crown-
Ing act ol tblrtyfivo years work consummat-
ing

¬

the formidable undertaking of clearing the
Hell Gate channel of those obstructions which-
in years pest have bon so fatal to shipping

ASTORIA IlL SUAKEtT UP

Troops BrotUel Ike UnnatBf Point Dead FUk
C me A knrc flnmkked Gla

The Astoria police fifty strong under com-

mand
¬

of Commissioner John Appleton Oapt
Dorsey and Sergeants Rollatt Carl Whit
comb and Coswoll wero out at 9 One
hundred and twentyfive soldiers and officers
of the Engineer Corps came down from Wll
letts Point They were stationed at the Inter-
sections

¬

of streets on the north side of Fulton
street for four blocks east of the ferry They
carried rifles fitted with spade bayonets and
wero a finelooking set of young men The
occupants of the houses within the lines were
warned that they remained at their own rlsD
Alotber persons were drlvon from the

the police Pew people cared to stay in
their houses and by lOJf oclock the district
was like a deserted village with here and there-
a nervous policeman tbelookoutfor thieves
On UallettV Point some distance east of the
lighthouse sixty soldiers were stationed In
readiness for any emergency

Lieut John Mlllls of the Engineer Corps pro ¬

pad an electric photographic camera on the
top of the lighthouse and ran hili connecting
wirestwo or three hundred yards to the eatHe said be didnt care to take the risk of re-
maining

¬

In the lighthouse-
The soldiers and those with them folt two

distinct shocks the first from the ground and
the second from the air The soldiers broke
into cheers and waved their hands and the
cbfltrs of the thousands on tbe New York banks
came family over tile river to tbo chorus of
tam whistles

galleries to the north exploded at a per-
ceptible

¬

interval altar tbe main part Thou
the water boiled as If over a huge fire It was
ot a dirty yellow color and the atmosphere
abovu was tilled with yellowish black smoke
This dried over Halletts Point and smelled

Yorlcka skull A minute or two
alter the explosion two or three waves broke on
the Astoria shorn They ran up for some dis-
tance

¬

and covered stones that were two feet
above time lflol before the explosion Wnen the
boiling waters hal subilded Jt was seen tbut
the southern of the Island was gone and
that the rest had sunken In although eon sider
able broken rock was still left above water

Tbe buildings In Astoria nearest time explo-
sion

¬

were mostly frame buildings Itlellbvthe water level They suffered
and indeed the shock a ems to have been
light on tbe water level The streets of Astoria
rise as you leave the river and on the higher
streets the shook was quite severe This was
especially noticeable on Pierrot anti Steven
avouuus whore considerable damage of n
trivial nature wits done in runt houses
Part was done by the ground shock nnd part by
the air shock The latter Knock blow nut panes
of glass facing time scene of time exploolon The
ground shonE broke chandeliers threw down
global am tumbled small articles from mantel
pleulnd bureaus Ou Pierrot nxcnuu In Po

Mantells residence two
windows WAre broken a pnntry ceIling WHS
thrown down anil a Klas globe was smashed
In the house of 1 If Tier a olmndrllur was
broken to plecns and the parlor culling badly
cracked Similar dlmall was done In other
bongos In tills

On Fulton strxet two celllnc camo down and
several panes of glass were broken Ou bU
yen street atone wil was thrown down and
small dnlDKI done severall houses It was
the ni > or the hilt the damage being
very slight-The was equally severe for a mile
further east Ou Newton avenue near Jarver
street the chimney of bilks cludytors and
several other chlmnejs were thrown down

The police mind soldlnrs wore withdrawn
wlthia rammr nfiVr ti c xpio iiii nud
crowds fftpR ran Into time deserted dlulllor
Many flurried to their homes to see if they had
inhered A great crowd gatherud on tho edge
of the water and watched time fleet of small
craft which hovered like carrion around the
blasted Island Many men put off In rowhnata
to collect some ot time mass of driftwood hesmen in bouts found the vrutercovered with
and dying fish A Flood Rock rat which had
survived time explosion was found swimming
toward the shore A little later toe tide nest
many of tbe fish upon the shore A few had
blood stains on the head but the majority
seemed to bavI been killed br shock

People on the Astorlasbore witching
the Island for fully an hour after the explosion
There were several slight Incident to interest
them A drunken man plunged headlong off
tbs dock and was reu d with oommsidI tablelenUnantCommandr U-

Llsutp4 Tinills ot the I

iraslt
lighthouse steamer j

A I g u tUcg-

ftonltr tI1o

dock Ten minute later a boat containing
ono man capsized In the Hell Gate rapids Ho
was a good swimmer and kept himself afloat
until another boat reached and rescued him

MVLTITVDKB OH TilE WATEK FIIOXT

They HUM Ike Tld1l fVnTr Hal fled a-

Momeel orReat Near

Thorwas I fooling among Harlem pooplo
that they would be a little safer In the open air
than In the tall tenement houses along tho
river many ot which are built on mado ground
with Insufficient piling under them A great
many supposed that the mine would bo set off
as soon as everything was ready without wait-
Ing for tbo stated hour and so were In a hurry

INSTANTANEOUS PLATE

to get where they could see al that was going
on By 10 oclock there regular proces-
sion

¬

through the streets loading to the East
River between Eightieth and 110th streets
At the same time a great many fearless people
began to climb stairways to roofs of factories
and other high houses in tbat part tbe city
while tho owners of the old woodan mansions
congratulated themselves because of the cupo¬

observatories that with a fine nautical feel

IDwere built on the oldfashioned houses
Ten or twelve thousand tho street pilgrims

thought that First avenue above Ninetyfifth
street was good enough for them They were
not sure they were perfectly safe even there

NEW SnORE
but the exception of a block or so there
was plenty of open ground for them to run
across If they should see splintering derrick
timbers and boulders lnlover their way

there was no people courageous
enough to sit on the stringpieces of the short
piers that project into the river and long bo

forthe explosion actually occurred there was

scant standing room on any of the piers
The stone brick schooners and Ice
barges were soon covered otter standing room
became scarce on the piers and the
and brick piles on shore swarmed with active
young Even a picket fence at the font of

Ninetythird street furnished uncomfortable
seats to many and the polio found It difficult
to patrol their beats

of the lln was intense the glare
of tho front the water blinding but those
who held front places kept without

L in silks and wearing
jpeotaclss set on the bld-

I
9en with shawl wrapped a-

oI

I 4e wUe pta of wa IWT

with brlckdnst talked socially the prbable offset ol tbe expected wave
Tugs and steamers ot various kinds arrived

up and down the river Tbe big ferry
boat Castleton came np looking crippled with
one guard rail canted over under water while
tbe opposite paddles barely tipped the
lazy rollers that wore sent
by the restless tugs A throng borewar
boats numbering several hundred gathered
under the lee of wards Island Two big aloops
came to anchor midstream the
lower end ot that Island and thn Now York
shore Then the big police boat Patrol came
up and gathered the straying excursion boats

a flock about the sloops The
number of boats was so great that the river
was entirely blocked The Custom House boat
Chester A Arthur came along and 11110111to tie up to tbe big Ice barges at
Ninetythird street but hal a dozen photog

PABT OF AN VIEW moM ASTORIA

of

ot

In

raphers and a score or more of ladles made
such vigorous protest she hauled oft and
proceeded np stream In all about 100 stam-en

¬

of various kinds gathered at a
distance so that the people on them could
safely see Flood Bock rise toward the clouds

Just how many people were within view can-
not be told but allowing for the Ins and outs of-

tbellborelna there was water front of over a
on no part ot which did the

numbor average less than five deep hack of
roofs of the houses wer black with

people u far as roofs could be while spe-
cially

¬

erected grind stands and wagons of all
dniarlptlona In time streets were covered The
police say that not less than 3000people saw
the explosion the side but
thats a guess

Nearly everybody said tat the big tidal wave

fi

VIEW mow TOnI

with

But

men

The and

dl8B

into

that

would flood the water front Iwas a great
topic of conversation but no moved back-
In anticipation of tbe tidal wave Tho slight-
est

¬

movomont among the men who could be
plainly seen on the distant Island attracted at-
tention

¬

and created comment The passing of
barges mind schooners bofore navigation was
closed made the people worry lost aomthlnlof that should shut oftholr
wero apprehensive lest mine should go off
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scows

lumber

flinching

accidentally Mothers were chiefly worried
over the possibility that their reckless boys

I should fall overboard html all but one of them
laughed when one of the boys tlun81 hniul
first Into a barge loud of grains The
ana that didnt laugh spankud thu boy Mon

I took out their watches mini romnared tune
every three minute after 10X clock gail
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heat
iiht them

gold-
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I timbers
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tidal

from

between

compact

from
only

kind

afterll oclock kptb6f contnuollyln hand
There was a on

all sides until finally some one aw a WAn walk-
out on the southern end of Flood Rook and be ¬

gin to wave a small red nipflap It was aslenal
to those on shore In Astoria Thereafter every-
thing

¬

became quiet 1belttl talking that was
don was carried on lest anybody
should ruin hearIng the liO tOns of explosive
go off Children stepped crowding shout and
son 91 1 saon Ns ptojl UtR45i4

visibly Everybody watched the tugs go np to
the Island and wondere why the workmenon the Island did board at once

Then after aloli time the last tug baskedway and long blasts on her whistle
Tbe next loo mlnutoswerl awful The tear
lest the tbe piers and
throw down tbe wall of houses or thepiles of lumber and brick broke cater ¬

land the first time Men breathed audibly

L

T t I

A1NO THB 1

and women burst Into tears Then the waterrose up before them like the mirage of a meg¬
nlflcent Iceberg and all was ovor

Everybody cheered and shouted and tugs
and steamers and factories blew their whistles-
and then every one turned to his neighbor
said he knew the explosion wasnt going anl
any damage to anything or anybody on >
Some said they didnt feel any shook at IIbora
themajorityofthe groat crowd did fooled

LlnO-

M TIlE SYLVAN DELL INSTANTANEOUS PLAn

pjded tremble In the earth for a single
The tidal waTwas a complete IDslllnt
water minute or two rose along thepiers about etchteon Inches and then sankawsy again Then It slowly rose again but Itscurve was so large that many did not notice itat all It was only plainly vlslblo In the lazy
rocking of the vessels tied up at tho bulkhead

While the water was In the air there t
a flutter among the stlflock of small wa 4r
under the lee ot Wards Island Theyheading for the scene of destruction wer
hundred other places along the shore small
boats of all kinds shot out toward the same
destination Each riverman was anxious t

I

AFTEB THK EXPLOSION VIEW FBOII ASTORIA

get there first and oar were vigorously bent
and some broken People below
street saw that one little NlneyIourl
three men In It was surprisingly near when
the explosion occurred and while tbe water wa

tidancing around the Island It plunged Intwaves It had started from the house of
Manhattan Yacht Club at the foot ot East 1Eightyninth street and contained Normaland Alonzo Jerolemon and Q R Burns
were the first men to land on the Island or I j
broken rock after the explosion They had
been told the night before that an Americanflag would be left on the tall derrick during theexplosion and they were out in the boat tocapture it for the club but just before the
workmen left the Island tbe hag was hauled
down and the only consolation the yachtsmen
had was In first reaching the broken rockSeveral hundred mossbnnkers besides her <
riots and bass and other fish wore brought
ashore at the club bOUSIventuresome young
men who went out small boats after the ex-
plosion

Mr Thos Pray Jr an amateur photog 1 I

replier obtained forTuzflummaninstantaneoug-
view oi time explosIon from tho shore at Ninety
first street

Tho effect of tie blat was varied throughout
tIme upper part city On one corner ot INinetysecond street an Avenue A the bar 1 I
tandorsatd the house teomcd to bo ready to
fall Across the Street only a moderato tremble-
was felt At 1830 Ho con d avenue a big glass-
window 1fell out on the sidewalk to the as¬
tonishment the men inside tbo store Di-
agonally

¬
across tho street at tile corner ofNlntyseventh Street lamp was knocked off a i

mantel In an upper room The plastering on
the row of new tenements on First avenue be-
tween

¬
103d and 104th streets was damaged

ThecnmmdomnudlmousoslnNinetyoightbtree
near Third avenue were not Injured micros ¬
tibly Further away at tho coinorof 104th
street and Lexington avenue two bottles of
liquor wore knocked oil a Ihel and brtkepand the colllni In Mr
same house fell to the floor There were many 1

similar cnio lu the upper part of tho city batno material dninnce was reported
The explosion lied n decided toot on Little

Mlllock A sort of a causonay lhsan built
so as to connect It with IJU Mill Rock r

where the shanties stand In which time rack
rock roy the blast was made Tho explosion of
the mine was prolonged The main part of the
Island rose up first and as It settled down thepart of the mine at the extreme north end blew iup throw Inc tho water about twonty loot Into V
time air Then the ronnie along tIme Now York
shore saw the causeway batwooti th Dli and
Little Mill Hook sink Into tho big 1

woolen advertising Flen was broken and fell
the one long artificial island again

beoimo two natural ono
Thousands of people visited tie water front

during theaftomuon to view of the
wreck To the most of thorn It was acreataurprice to selllO much of tho Island abo > o water
and saw tho bite derrick lying on its
side apparently unlnjurnd they QuIto loot faltb
in the power of modern oxploslvus

j

EARTHQUAKE HIIAHP8 JSPIT-

Tk Isikoek Renekrd trntral Pnrk Stators the
51511 cad lll iuned ikti Cluck

Oon II L Abbott of tho United SftCorps of Engineers had made the roost
preparations for taking sulsmoeraphlcal or
earthquake observations on the ratu of trans-
mission

¬

of vibrations of the earths cruet Ui
stationed Lieut Hale at Fonrsalla Llout Spen-
cer

¬

at Tatchoguo Lieut Mat at flay Shore and Y
Lieut LangUtt lit In order tcommunicate with them quickly tho Govern-
ment

¬
I

took possession of th only telegraph of-

fice
¬

In Astoria between tho hourof 10 and 12
A M Despatches from the objorvini llouten
ants wore received very shortly after LImo ex-

plosion
¬

Those showed that tho shock was felt
at IVnroiiHd after 7 seconds nnd at 1utchogu
alter 2IS seconds Theo was confusion about
lImo duspatchoi trout Point H ml Hay fihore

In time Contrll Iuk Oiworvntory 1iof Hauls
Draper vtatuhml ejTuci uf1 tho iiilosloii on
his selfrfKUtorlni pencil sun thuiinonintar
Tim vibration of tno oarlin emit was shown
nn thl run thormomnter to bu half nn Inch

teniporatiire of Ihn run was 121 In the
tlindo tiP The wind tmis trlln nlfht
miles an hour fnuii the WHt He-

tueLlhe explosion at 1111 On tha barometer
loll nmda a lliirttlmi nf Iwohu-

D110lb1 nn Inch It mrikinl little moio than r 1
I

1rnf Draper axiuvti an atrao-
epherln wave onI thn lliii iirnmt A t titt t I rue ot
time HnllHitH 1olnt xlII1118 ears neo
his hirniii t tr t muci-

1rof K W Glirku of tto Unltod StVM lao I

louliM Kiii Irof T C Jluncienjnll of
time Unllol HIr iHltiinl Kernes lOiU cliurvaH-
OIIH on VTanlj Iklind 1iuf Minil uhall-
nutnl tho vlbrml riO In unclilni Ida Mirfico ot
mercury Iii fucINo1 with a phronontitiir on
n time xit Irictlon of u HPuond
at which ilio tremor machuh himI IlluI hn1 also-
a H lMii arone COIl nerl 1 vili ii lii Cit rimmo11rspb
whiiMi gni 111I in aivlnilntiomlciitI rrrord of the
arrlxtl of thn tienmr 1iif ell j stood out
die Itlio buildingI with n Mt p rim ntid tinted
tIlt tlmrio Thu uUurbaiculit cmnn UiilI and
tho result wns otilHliioi tnii thn trumuwas
rncordvd fully n second hforu was
vlnlbn lrof Jlark rnld thUtlfy ciulil not j

explain their otsoi vallon 1IIIIIhey hnd com
imroii olironoinotiif and rOIItlrSIllteI-rof William llallock Yon
lcere on fbi hiihi T HSIln r rticut of hi rail-
way Ptntlon lie lilt tllc atiik nlnlnly It up

narud In n sllvht trimlillni unit bnrime a
ilUluibunco that lastnd lilly Bronils Ha madlthi olimnutlon with a srlllstnctinph
an artificial horizon nf mercury jnlnua A
chronograph He used n chronometer and
cirnod time time In lila hr ad Hu could not
toll the exact Utile ha roclMuuil thu explosion I
because his chronomHor wasnt standard unto r

Irof II Mt Iaul of Ithe United mates Nave
Observatory was ottabllshixl on Blatet Island I

on Wn nl8 Hill In a sliiilfht lino southwest of-

Tompklnsvtllo He employed an ordinary
sunerois transit ovnr nlnsjn of mercury

At throe minutes postt 1chIck he 1110 ob-

servatlons of a uolea Ie took ex-
plosion

¬ I
The sound lasted twenty secondS

At the time time exilo3lun tiIh par Irof Paul
wa not at liii Instrmnmita watcblhR for It H

f

ConnalM pronounce Ih rIleL2riit ani ctrtotrt I

Houl Jteyat t 61 acud jU lmil uuoct hS very
best JieuMdKeuupfoprisler44

I


